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Central Lutheran Church
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13, 2020

CALL TO WORSHIP
PRELUDE

The Carillon

Variation from Prelude, Fugue and Variation

Franck

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains
us and all of creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Faithful God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We
pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our
own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation
to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us
again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and
resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims:
Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit,
live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. Amen.
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HYMN #834 Immortal, Invisible, God only Wise (sung by cantors)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible
fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that
love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if
Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the
wrong that we did to him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your
father gave this instruction before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you,
forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’
Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But
Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order
to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them.
The word of life. Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM

O Taste and See
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Vaughn-Williams

Second Reading
Romans 14:1-12
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling
over opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables. 3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those
who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed
them. 4Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before
their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is
able to make them stand. 5Some judge one day to be better than another,
while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while
those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God.
7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or
whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived
again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10Why do
you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise
your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
11For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”12So then, each of us will be
accountable to God.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia; Repeat Antiphon following the verse.
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GOSPEL
Matthew 18:21-35
The Gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
21Peter

came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church
sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”
22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning,
one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 26So the slave
fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave
released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii;
and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his
fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me,
and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into
prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what
had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you
pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave,
as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will
also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister
from your heart.”
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Laurie A. Jones
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HYMN #605 Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive (sung by cantors)
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APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us profess our Christian faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each portion of the prayers when the Leader says: “Lord, in your
mercy,” please respond: “Hear our prayer.”
!7

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
ANTHEM

Come Thou and with Us Dwell -- William Byrd John Shield

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set
before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly
banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to set
tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PROPER PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your holy name:
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SANCTUS (sung by cantors)
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick
and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross,
opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his
coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord ,and unite
the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus
Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and
glory, now and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray together the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
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LAMB OF GOD (sung by cantors)
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COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS AND DISTRIBUTION
“The body of Christ given for you.” [Take and eat]
“The blood of Christ shed for you.” [Take and drink]
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you
in his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed
us with food beyond compare, the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from
this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved vineyard to wipe away
the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same
Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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HYMN #840 Now Thank We All Our God (sung by cantors)
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BENEDICTION
Triune God, Creator, ☩ Redeemer, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you
into the way of truth and life. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Grand Dialogue

Louis Marchand

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg
Fortress, reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special permission
to live-stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License.

The readings for next week are:
Jonah 3:10—4:11; Psalm 145:1-8; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16
Today’s Worship Leaders
Presider: Pastor Laurie A. Jones
Organist/Choirmaster: Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook
Associate Organist: Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers
Vocalists: Naomi Castro, Sonia Cummings, Alyse Jamieson, Blake
Balmeseda, Dylan Bunten, David Gustafson, John Shields
Reader: Mary Ellen Rodgers
Door Monitors: Meg Hicks and Janice Stine
Tech Support: Ted Hicks and Thomas Stine
Webmaster: Chuck Dietz

Thank you for your faithful giving to support the mission & ministry of
Central.
For more information click here: connecttocentral.org
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