Central Lutheran Church
Christmas Eve
December 24, 2020

CALL TO WORSHIP
PRELUDE

The Carillon
O Holy Night Adams

David Gustafson, Tenor

WELCOME
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH & CHRISTMAS CANDLE
CHRISTMAS DIALOGUE
Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Give us your light, O God, to shine in the darkness of our lives.
Come to us, Lord Jesus, with the light of your love and salvation.
CAROL Once in Royal David’s City
Stanza 1 Honora Mathisen-Lund, Stanza 2-6 (Sung by Cantors)
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GREETING
The grace and peace of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light
of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory;
through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
CAROL O Come, All Ye Faithful (Sung by Cantors)

FIRST READING - Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived
in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied
the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at
the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their
burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have
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broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and
all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child
has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and
he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal
of the LORD of hosts will do this. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
CAROL #278 Away in a Manger. (Sung by Cantors)
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SECOND READING – Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that
are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and
the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it
is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify
for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
CAROL

Sussex Carol - Willcocks
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Cantors

CAROL #270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (St. 1-Sung by Cantors)
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn.
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
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“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured
all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them. The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CAROL #270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, Stanzas 2-3 (Sung by Cantors)
SERMON

“The True Gift of Christmas”
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Pastor Laurie A. Jones

CAROL OF THE DAY #289 Angels, We Have Heard (Sung by Cantors)
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CAROL #279 O Little Town of Bethlehem (Within Prayer - Sung by Cantors)
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Gathered in the joy of promises fulfilled, let us bring our needs and our
thanksgivings to God.
We pray for the church, that the light of Christ will shine brightly in the words
and deeds of all who care his presence in their hearts. For a child has been born
for us, a son given to us! God of grace and peace. Hear our prayer.
(cantors sing stanza 1)
We pray for the nations of the earth, that the message of the Prince of Peace
will transform the lives of all who are threatened by unrest and turmoil. God of
grace and peace. Hear our prayer.
We pray for all whose lives make it difficult to celebrate this day, that they
may know the power and salvation of the Savior of the world. God of grace
and peace. Hear our prayer.
(cantors sing stanza 2)
We pray for the sick. Fill their hearts with the message of the angel: Do not be
afraid, for to you is born a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. God of grace
and peace. Hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of this congregation, that new visions of ministry and
mission may inspire us to echo the angels’ song of glory to God. God of grace
and peace. Hear our prayer.
(cantors sing stanza 3)
We give thanks for those who have died in faith. As Mary cradled the Christ
child in her arms, cradle those who dwell in your eternal presence with the pure
light of your love. God of grace and peace. Hear our prayer.
Hear all our prayers, gracious God, and receive them in the name of the Word
made flesh, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
(cantors sing stanza 4)
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
CAROL

In the Bleak Mid-winter - Darke

Cantors

LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray together the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

(The acolytes will bring the light to the congregation. The congregation
shares the light with one another. As the candles are lit and the light glows
among us, the cantors will sing Silent Night. For those worshiping with us
from home, we invite you to light a candle and join your light with ours.)
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CAROL #281 Silent Night (Sung by Cantors) German Stanza, then St. 1-3
Using the original Austrian manuscript from 1818 by Franz Gruber.
Lost for many years – discovered in 1995
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BENEDICTION
Jesus is the promised Savior born of Mary. May his brith among us renew
your hope. And may Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
ORGAN VOLUNTARY In dulci jubilo (Good Christian Friends, Rejoice) Bach
The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg
Fortress, reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special
permission to live-stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License.

On behalf of the Central Lutheran staff and all of our worship leaders, we
wish you all a blessed Christmas and a safe and healthy new year.
Presider: Pastor Laurie A. Jones
Assisting Minister: Kiersten Knebel
Crucifer: Heidi Knebel
Torch Bearers: Sam Rodgers and Elise Henriksen
Acolytes: Josie and Molly Clever
Bible: Clara Christensen
Lectors: Larry Campbell and Honora Mathisen-Lund
Ushers: Lorraine and Mason Davis
Organist/Choirmaster: Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook
Associate Organist: Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers
Vocalists: Leah Burian, Naomi Castro, Alyse Jamieson,
Blake Balmaseda, Dylan Bunten, David Gustafson, John Shields
Door Monitors: Janice Stine and Meg Hicks
Tech Support: Thomas Stine and Ted Hicks
Webmaster: Chuck Dietz
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