Central Lutheran Church
The Third Day of Christmas
December 27, 2020

Each year as the sun sets on Christmas Eve and Advent comes to a close, Christmas or the
Season of the Nativity of our Lord commences for Christians who observe the liturgical
calendar. Christmas culminates in Epiphany twelve days later (hence the popular secular
carol: The Twelve Days of Christmas). The Day of Epiphany on January 6th concludes the
cycle, commemorating the visit to the Christ Child by the Magi (Three Kings) from the East.

CALL TO WORSHIP
PRELUDE

The Carillon

Il est né (He Is Born), a French Carol

Wood

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us
from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that
we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination
.

Most Merciful God,
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his
sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained ministry of the
church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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CAROL #289 Angels We Have Heard on High (sung by cantors)
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CHRISTMAS GREETING
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, born of Mary, be with
you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Almighty God, you gave your only Son to take on our human
nature and to illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as
your children and enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our
Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
CAROL #282 It Came upon a Midnight Clear
To follow along as the cantors sing, the carols can be found on the back pages
of the bulletin.
FIRST READING Isaiah 52:7-10
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who
announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says
to Zion, "Your God reigns." Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,
together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to
Zion. Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD
has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. The LORD has bared
his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth
shall see the salvation of our God. The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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CAROL #277 Away in a Manger
To follow along as the cantors sing, see the back pages of the bulletin
SECOND READING Hebrews 1:1-12
Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the
prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is
the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he
sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son; today I
have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be his Father, and he will be my Son"?
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's
angels worship him." Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, and
his servants flames of fire." But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. You
have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has
anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." And, "In the
beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work of your
hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing;
like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But
you are the same, and your years will never end."
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
CAROL #270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
To follow along as the cantors sing, see the back pages of the bulletin
GOSPEL John 1:1-14
The Gospel according to John, the first chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
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through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man
sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being
through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own,
and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY

Sister Clare Josef-Maier

CAROL OF THE DAY #288 Good Christian Friends Rejoice
To follow along as the cantors sing, see the back pages of the bulletin
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition when the leader says, “Lord, in your mercy,” please
respond, “Hear our prayer.”
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
CAROL #279 O Little Town of Bethlehem
To follow along as the cantors sing, see the back pages of the bulletin

6

GREAT THANKSGIVING (sung by cantors)

PROPER PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you… And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven. we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS (sung by cantors)

7

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen world you
gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him should not perish, but
have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the salvation you have prepared for
us through Jesus Christ. Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts, that we may
receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in his holy supper.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take and eat this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying,
this cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.
Remembering therefore his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await Christ’s
coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ,
our Lord; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now
and forever. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray together the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS AND DISTRIBUTION
“The body of Christ, given for you.”
“The blood of Christ, shed for you.”
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CAROL # 281 Silent Night
To follow along as the cantors sing, see the back pages of the bulletin
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and keep
you in his grace. Amen
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. We give you thanks almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy
you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent
love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
CAROL God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
To follow along as the cantors sing, see the back pages of the bulletin
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and
mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
ORGAN VOLUNTARY

Dieu parmi nous (God is with us)

Messiaen

Today’s liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg
Fortress, reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special
permission to live-stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License.
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CAROL #282 It Came upon a Midnight Clear (Sung by Cantors)
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CAROL #270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (sung by cantors)
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CAROL #277 Away in a Manger (sung by cantors)

12

CAROL OF THE DAY #288 Good Christian Friends Rejoice (sung by cantors)
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CAROL #279 O Little Town of Bethlehem (sung by cantors)
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#281 Silent Night, Holy Night! (sung by cantors)
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CAROL God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen (sung by cantors)

On behalf of Central’s staff and all our Worship Leaders, we wish you all a
blessed Christmas Season and a safe, healthy, and joyous New Year.
Today’s Worship Leaders
Presider: Pastor Laurie A. Jones
Preacher: Sister Clare Josef-Maier
Organist/Choirmaster: Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook
Associate Organist: Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers
Vocalists: Leah Burian, Naomi Castro, Alyse Jamieson,
Blake Balmeseda, Dylan Bunten, David Gustafson, John Shields
Door Monitors: Meg Hicks and Janice Stine
Tech Support: Thomas Stine and Ted Hicks; Webmaster: Chuck Dietz
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