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Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of
God moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear
that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The
Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved
children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s
vision of justice and peace.

CALL TO WORSHIP
PRELUDE

The Carillon

O Come Little Children, a German Carol

Wood

WELCOME
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock
who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy
and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which
you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his
family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.
By water and your Word you claim us as your beloved children, making us
heirs of your promise and servants of all.
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise
you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and
renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.
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HYMN #305 When Jesus Came to Jordan (sung by cantors)

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice
moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your
Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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FIRST READING Genesis 1:1-5
1
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated
the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
The word of life. Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM

The Sinless One to Jordan Came

Cantors

SECOND READING Acts 19:1-7
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and
came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we
have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then
were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John
baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one
who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—
7
altogether there were about twelve of them.
The word of life. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung by cantors)
Alleluia; Repeat Antiphon following the verse.

GOSPEL Mark 1:4-11
The Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.” 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized
by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.” The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

Pastor Laurie A. Jones
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HYMN OF THE DAY #455 Crashing Waters at Creation (sung by cantors)

APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our Christian faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
After each petition when the leader says, “let us pray.” please respond
“Have mercy, O God.”
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
ANTHEM

We Three Kings of Orient Are

Cantors

GREAT THANKSGIVING

PROPER PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.
Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our
darkness should give way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name:
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SANCTUS

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
Let us pray together the prayer our Lord Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS AND DISTRIBUTION
Trusting in the promise that comes to us in bread and wine—visible signs of
God’s grace and mercy—poured out in Christ’s body and blood, you are
invited to receive the gift of Holy Communion. Please wait until you hear these
words: “The body of Christ, given for you,” at which time you may take and
eat. Likewise, when you hear the words, “The blood of Christ, shed for you,”
you may drink from the cup. If you are communing with others from your
household, you may wish to commune one another. Otherwise, you may selfadminister the elements.
ANTHEM

Dejlig er den Himmel blå, a Danish Carol

Cantors

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the
wills of those whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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HYMN #838 Beautiful Savior (sung by cantors)
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BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
ORGAN VOLUNTARY Fantasie in G minor, BWV 542.1

Bach

The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg
Fortress, reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with permission to
live-stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License.

Today’s Worship Leaders
Presider: Pastor Laurie A. Jones
Assisting Minister: Honora Mathisen-Lund
Organist/Choirmaster: Dr. A. ElRay Stewart-Cook
Associate Organist: Dr. Lindsey Henriksen Rodgers
Cantors: Leah Burian, Naomi Castro, Alyse Jamieson,
Blake Balmeseda, Dylan Bunten, David Gustafson, John Shields
Door Monitors: Meg Hicks and Janice Stine
Tech Support: Thomas Stine and Ted Hicks
Webmaster: Chuck Dietz
Be sure to join us for worship next Sunday (January 17) at 9am or 11am
as we meet and welcome our pastoral intern, Vicar Ben Nickodemus, along
with his wife, Holly and their daughter, Iris.
Mark your calendars for our Congregational Annual Meeting on
January 31, 2021 via Zoom. Call (541-345-0395) or email Kristi here for
the link.
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