Central Lutheran Church
The First Sunday of Lent
February 21, 2021

CALL TO WORSHIP
PRELUDE

The Carillon

Children of the Heavenly Father

Lois McClusky

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify
your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination
Most Merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for
his sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ
God gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
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HYMN #504 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (sung by cantors)

3

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved
the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from
sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the
wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.
FIRST READING Genesis 9:8-17
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God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my
covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living
creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of
the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and
never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the
sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature
that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds,
and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my
covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and
the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the
bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God
said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between
me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
ANTHEM

Dear Lord and Father of Mankind
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Parry

Cantors

SECOND READING 1 Peter 3:18-22
18
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in
order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the
spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison,
20
who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were
saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not
as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience,
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
LENTEN ACCLAMATION Pange lingua

(sung by cantors)

GOSPEL Mark 1:9-15
The Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
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In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in
the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens
torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 12And the
Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness
forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels
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waited on him. 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming
the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of
God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” The Gospel of the
Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Vicar Ben Nickodemus

HYMN OF THE DAY #320 The Glory of These Forty Days (sung by cantors)
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NICENE CREED
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed.
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
ANTHEM

As the Deer Runs to the River
We invite you to observe a moment of silence
as we prepare for Holy Communion
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Cantors

GREAT THANKSGIVING (sung by cantors)

PROPER PREFACE
It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy God, through Christ our Lord. You
bid your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast.
Renew our zeal in faith and life and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs
to the children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name:
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SANCTUS (sung by cantors)

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
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LORD’S PRAYER (sung by cantors)
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COMMUNION INSTRUCTIONS AND DISTRIBUTION
Trusting in the promise that comes to us in bread and wine—visible signs of
God’s grace and mercy—poured out in Christ’s body and blood, you are invited
to receive the gift of Holy Communion. Please wait until you hear these words:
“The body of Christ, given for you,” at which time you may take and eat.
Likewise, when you hear the words, “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” you may
drink from the cup. If you are communing with others from your household, you
may commune one another. Otherwise, you may self-administer the elements.
BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
God of steadfast love, at this table you gather your people into one body for
the sake of the world. Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear
witness to the love that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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HYMN Go, Now in Peace (sung by cantors)

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace
and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
ORGAN VOLUNTARY Prelude and Fugue in E minor (Cathedral) Bach
The liturgy is adapted from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006, Augsburg
Fortress, reprinted by permission through One License #A-706755 with special
permission to live-stream granted by Augsburg Fortress and One License.
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Cantors: Leah Burian, Naomi Castro, Alyse Jamieson,
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Created for Community:
A Midweek Lenten Series
Central, United, & Emmaus Lutheran Churches

Recording
Available by noon

Theme

Preacher

February 24

In community with
creation

Pastor Eric Dull
United Lutheran

March 3

In community with
all the saints

Vicar Ben Nickodemus
Central Lutheran

March 10

In community with
our neighbors

Pastor Rachel Langford
Emmaus Lutheran

March 17

In community with
those on the margins

Dr. Andrew Langford
Emmaus Lutheran

March 24

In community with
Christ

Pastor Laurie Jones
Central Lutheran

Each Wednesday during Lent a pre-recorded worship service will be available
by noon on our church’s website. We encourage you to worship with us as part
of your Lenten discipline. To access the weekly podcast, click here
(connecttocentral.org). In addition, you are invited to join Vicar Ben at our
11am Wednesday Bible Study via Zoom where these themes will be explored
through the lens of Paul’s letter to the Galatians. To receive the zoom link
directly to your inbox click here (vicarben@welcometocentral.org).
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